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Ship Island

Gulf Islands National Seashore

NOTE:Damage from Hurricane Katrina has forced the temporary closure of west ship island. As of Feb 03,
2006 the Island has been reopened to private boaters HOWEVER: The fort is closed, the snack bar and other
facilities were destroyed and have not been rebuilt. The pier has been repaired. No fresh water is available on
theidand. Thereisapossibility of dangerous debris still on the beach or in other areas and caution is advised.
Ship Island, located off the coast of Mississippi,is part of the Gulf Island National Seashore administered by
the National Park Service.

One of the many ever changing barrier islands along the northern Gulf of Mexico Ship Island has a long
history. Named in 1699 by French explorers, allowing them a protected deep water anchorage. Considered the
Plymouth Rock of the Gulf Coast as many colonists took their first stepsin Americathere.

Located on Ship Island are clean beaches and somewhat larger wave action than on the actual coastal
Mississippi beaches. Ship Island was cut into 2 separate islands by Hurricane Camille. Damage done by
Hurricane Katrina has al'so modified the island.

One place to visit is Fort Massachusetts. Extremely interesting for the entire family from its cannon
emplacements to its water collection techniques.

Used during the war of 1812 British ships rendezvoused near the island. In 1862 it was the base for Admiral
Farragut's Union fleet to attack New Orleans and Mobile. Use also as a prison for Confederate Prisoners of
War.

Tours are available from March - October.

Located on the Island is a snack bar and picnic areas. Showers and restroom facilities. Visitors should travel
light as there is a one-third mile walk across the island to reach the Gulf of Mexico side. (If traveling their via
tour boat).

Information on the formation of barrier islands can be found here.

One Tour serviceisran by Pan IsleInc, information may be located
on their website: www.msshipisland.com Phone 866-466-7386.
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